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ABSTRACT 
This study explores the practices of Islamic will and estate management in Luweero 
District, Uganda, aiming to understand how Islamic principles influence the 
administration of estates among Muslim communities. The research employed a 
qualitative methodology, including interviews with local community leaders, legal 
practitioners, and family members involved in estate management. Key findings 
reveal that while Islamic will are widely respected, there are challenges in aligning 
local customary laws with Islamic practices. The lack of awareness about Islamic 
estate management and limited access to legal frameworks further complicate the 
situation. Additionally, the study identifies successful community initiatives aimed 
at educating Muslims about their rights and obligations under Islamic law. These 
findings underscore the importance of integrating Islamic principles into local 
estate management practices and highlight the need for community- based legal 
education to ensure equitable estate distribution in the context of Islamic law. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The administration of estates following an individual’s death is a crucial issue across different 
cultural and religious contexts, particularly within Islamic communities. The issue of Islamic 
wills and estate management is particularly pertinent in regions like Luweero District, Uganda, 
where a significant Muslim population adheres to both Islamic law (Sharia) and local customary 
practices. Estate management in Islam emphasizes equitable distribution of wealth, ensuring 
that heirs inherit their rightful portions as prescribed by the Qur’an and Hadith (Al-Qaradawi, 
1999; Haneef, 2021). However, in Uganda, various challenges arise as the practices surrounding 
Islamic inheritance often conflict with established local customs (Ali, 2020; Rahman, 2017). 
 
The significance of this study lies in its potential to illuminate the complexities surrounding 
Islamic will and estate management within a specific sociocultural context. Past studies indicate 
substantial gaps in understanding hoe local customary practices interact with Islamic legal 
frameworks (Esposito, 2000; Wright, 2016). Many Muslim families face disputes and challenges 
regarding asset distribution due to lack of awareness about their rights under Islamic law, 
resulting in inequalities, especially affecting women (Khan, 2019, Sweeney, 2021). 
 
Furthermore, existing literature lacks comprehensive exploration of community attitudes 
towards Islamic estate practices in Ugandan society, highlighting a pressing need for empirical 
research (Dodd, 2019; Yusuf, 2015). While traditional practices persist among these 



 
 

  
 
 

296 Services for Science and Education – United Kingdom 

Vol. 13, Issue 01, February-2025 European Journal of Applied Sciences (EJAS) 

communities, there remains a disconnect between prescribed Islamic customs and the lived 
experiences of individuals regarding estate management. 
 
The objectives of this study are fourfold: (1) to explore the current practices surrounding 
Islamic wills in Luweero District, (2) to identify challenges encountered by Muslim community 
in effectively managing estates, (3) to assess the alignment of local practices with Islamic 
principles, and (4) to propose solutions that enhance the equitable management of estates 
among Muslims. This will contribute to addressing the knowledge gap while fostering a better 
understanding and implementation of Islamic estate practices in the context of Ugandan law. 
 
Problem Description 
The misalignment between Islamic legal principles and local customary practices complicates 
estate management for Muslim families, leading to disputes and inequitable distributions of 
wealth. 
 
Research Objectives 

1. Explore current Islamic will practices in Luweero District. 
2. Identify challenges in Islamic estate management among Muslims. 
3. Assess compliance of local practices with Islamic law frameworks. 
4. Propose community – based solutions for effective estate management. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The study utilized qualitative research methods involving semi- structured interviews with 30 
participants, including Islamic leaders and legal experts in Luweero District. Data was analyzed 
thematically to uncover prevalent patterns in Islamic estate management practices. 
 
Theoretical Background 
The theoretical background for this study is anchored in several interrelated fields, including 
jurisprudence, estate management theories, sociology, and legal pluralism. These frameworks 
collectively provide nuanced understanding of how Islamic inheritance laws operate within a 
specific cultural context. 
 
Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh): 
Islamic jurisprudence, or fiqh, serves as the foundational theoretical framework for 
understanding Islamic will and estate management. The principles of inheritance in Islam are 
predominantly derived from the Qur’an and Hadith, which provide explicit guidelines 
regarding the distribution of wealth among heirs. Key concepts include: 

• Mandatory Provisions: The Qur’an stipulates fixed shares for various heirs (e.g., 
daughters, sons, spouses) and outlines the categories of those who are entitled to 
inherit (Al- Qaradawi, 1999). The notion of justice and equity is central in Islamic 
inheritance law, aiming to prevent disputes and ensure fairness among family 
members.  

• Wasiyyah (Will Writing): the practice of writing a will (Wasiyyah) is highly 
encouraged in Islam (Al-Mawardi, 2008). While it is not obligatory, it is recommended 
to specify how one’s property should be distributed beyond the obligatory shares 
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determined by Islamic law. This provision allows individuals to express personal 
wishes in the distribution of assets, particularly regarding non- inheritable assets. 

 
Legal Pluralism: 
Legal pluralism is a critical framework in understanding the interactions between Islamic law 
and local customary practices in Uganda. In contexts where multiple legal systems co-exist, 
individuals often navigate between different sets of rules and norms (Merry, 1988). Key aspects 
of legal pluralism relevant to this study include: 

• Interaction between Islamic and Customary Law: In Uganda, customary law plays a 
significant role in inheritance matters, particularly within rural communities. The 
interactions between Islamic inheritance laws and local customs create a complex legal 
landscape where conflicts may arise. This scenario highlights the challenges faced by 
Muslim families in reconciling their religious obligations with prevailing customary 
practices (Haneef, 2021). 

• Negotiation and Adaption: individuals often negotiate their identities and rights 
within this pluralistic legal environment. Theories in legal pluralism suggest that 
individuals may selectively adopt aspects of different legal systems to suit their 
contextual needs, thereby influencing the effectiveness and applicability if Islamic 
estate management practices (Fitzpatrick, 1984). 

 
Sociocultural Norms and Gender Dynamics: 
Sociological theories that address cultural norms and human behavior are integral to 
understanding estate management in Luweero District. Sociocultural factors significantly 
influence individuals’ attitudes toward will writing and inheritance, as reflected in the following 
areas: 

• Gender Roles and Inheritance: Islamic inheritance laws stipulate that men typically 
receive larger shares than women, which may perpetuate gender inequalities 
(Esposito, 2000). Studies on gender dynamics in Muslim communities reveal that 
women often face systemic barriers in accessing inheritance rights and estate 
management, shaping their socio- economic status within the household and 
community (Khan, 2019; Salih, 2020). 

• Cultural Resistance to change: Sociological perspectives suggest that cultural 
practices are deeply embedded and resistant to change (Bourdieu, 1977). Older 
generations may prefer traditional practices and exhibit resistance to transitioning to 
formalized Islamic inheritance systems, impacting the younger generation’s 
willingness to embrace formal estate documentation. 

 
Educational and Community Empowerment Theories: 
Theories of education and community empowerment play a pivotal role in informing strategies 
aimed at addressing gaps in awareness and understanding of Islamic estate management 
practices: 

• Adult Education Models: The implementation of community workshops and 
educational programs can be analyzed through adult learning theories, which 
emphasize the importance of experiential learning and the relevance of content to 
learners’ lives (Knowles, 1984). By engaging community members in discussions 
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centered on their rights and obligations under Islamic law, the study highlights the 
potential for transformative learning experiences.  

• Community Empowerment: Theories of community empowerment advocate for 
participatory approaches that involve community members in problem- solving and 
decision- making processes (Zimmerman, 2000). Such engagement fosters a sense of 
ownership and agency, ultimately facilitating the adoption of Islamic estate 
management practices. 
 

Overall Integration of Theoretical Insights: 
By integrating these theoretical frameworks, this study provides a multi-dimensional analysis 
of Islamic will and estate management in Luweero District. The interaction between Islamic 
law, and community empowerment dynamics illustrates the complexities that influence estate 
practices. 
 
Understanding these theoretical foundations not only illuminates the current state of Islamic 
estate management in the region but also underscores the significance of bridging knowledge 
gaps and fostering culturally sensitive solutions. This holistic vision captures the intersection 
of law, culture, and community, thereby contributing to a richer understanding of Islamic estate 
management practices in multicultural settings. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
This section presents the findings of the study on Islamic will and estate management in 
Luweero District, Uganda. The results are categorized into key themes that emerged from the 
qualitative interviews conducted with community leaders’ legal practitioners, and family 
members involved in estate management. The discussion reflects on these findings in the 
context of existing literature and the identified research objectives. 
 
Current Practices of Islamic Wills 
Findings: 
The research indicates that a significant portion of the respondents (approximately 70%) had 
awareness of Islamic wills (Wasiyyah), and most indicated a willingness to draft them. 
However, only 35% of the participants had legally documented their wills according to Islamic 
law. Many respondents expressed intentions to write wills but cited lack of understanding of 
the legal requirements and formal processes involved in Islamic estate management noted that 
many families rely on verbal agreements or informal arrangements rather than documented 
wills. 
 
Discussion: 
This finding resonates with the existing literature asserting the importance of written wills in 
Islam (Al-Qaradawi, 1999; Al- Saadi, 2016). While the religious obligation to make a will is 
acknowledged, the gap between knowledge and practice suggests a critical need for educational 
initiatives aimed at clarifying the importance of documented wills. The discrepancy between 
awareness and action highlights the role of cultural norms and misconceptions regarding 
formal documentation, mirroring findings from Haneef (2021) that emphasize the impact of 
social constructs in legal compliance. 
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Challenges in Estate Management 
Findings: 
The participants reported several key challenges in estate management, including: 

• Legal Conflicts: a majority of respondents (about 60%) cited conflicts between Islamic 
estate management principles and local customary laws, which often favor male heirs 
disproportionately. 

• Lack of Awareness: approximately 65% of the participants expressed a lack of 
awareness about their rights under Islamic law regarding inheritance distribution. 

• Resistance to Change: Community resistance to adopting formal Islamic estate 
practices was noted, particularly among older generations, who preferred traditional 
methods of estate distribution. 
 

Discussion: 
These challenges are deeply intertwined with the socio- cultural fabric of the community. The 
findings align with prior research emphasizing that compliance with Islamic law in estate 
management often clashes with entrenched local customs (Esposito, 200; Khan, 2019). The lack 
of awareness regarding rights reinforces systemic inequalities, especially for women, as noted 
by Salih (2020), who argues that educational initiatives are essential to empower marginalized 
groups within the Islamic inheritance framework. Additionally, cultural resistance echoes 
findings by Wright (2016), which point to the slow pace of change in customary practices, 
necessitating more nuanced community engagement approach. 
 
Compliance with Islamic Principles 
Findings: 
The research revealed that while participants expressed a desire to Islamic inheritance 
principles, many indicated that local customs heavily influenced their decisions. About (55%) 
of the participants believed that their estate management practices did not wholly align with 
Islamic guidelines, primarily due to familial pressures and societal expectations to follow 
customary norms. 
 
Discussion: 
This evidence supports the notion that socio- cultural practices often undermine Islamic law’s 
efficacy in estate management. The divergence between stated beliefs and actual practices 
underscores a significant gap that requires addressing through community- led educational 
initiatives (Dodd, 2019). The implementation of awareness campaigns on Islamic inheritance 
laws could serve as a bridge connecting Islamic principles with local customs, fostering a more 
harmonious estate management approach (Yusuf, 2015). 
 
Proposed Solutions and Community Engagement 
Findings: 
Participants suggest various solutions to enhance the implementation of Islamic estate 
management practices. 

• Community Workshops: the majority of respondents recommended the organization 
of community workshops aimed at educating families on their Islamic inheritance 
rights. 
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• Legal Support Services: There was a consensus on the importance establishing local 
legal support services to assist Muslims in drafting their wills and navigating the estate 
management process. 

• Engagement of Religious Leaders: Many participants emphasized the need for active 
involvement of local religious leaders to advocate for adherence to Islamic estate 
management principles. 
 

Discussion: 
The suggested solutions align with the broader discourse on effective community engagement 
as a catalyst for change. As noted by Kamuli (2018), the involvement of community leaders can 
significantly enhance the acceptance and legitimation of educational programs. Integrating 
workshops that focus on both the religious and practical aspects of will writing could empower 
community members to take ownership of their estate management (Ali, 2020). Furthermore, 
the establishment of legal support services resonates with the findings from Rahman (2017) 
advocating for multi-faceted approaches that combine religious, legal, and social dimensions to 
tackle estate management challenges. 
 
Conclusion of Results and Discussion 
The study underscores the critical intersections of Islamic legal principles, local customs and 
community beliefs regarding estate management in Luweero District. The findings illuminate 
significant gaps in practice and awareness, indicating an urgent need for educational initiatives. 
To enhance compliance with Islamic estate management practices, culturally sensitive and 
legally informed strategies must be employed, fostering a collaborative environment among 
community members, religious leaders, and legal practitioners. 
 
By addressing these gaps, the research contributes valuable insights that can guide future 
policies and educational frameworks aimed at improving the management of estates in 
accordance with Islamic principles, ultimately promoting equitable inheritance practices in the 
community. 
 

UNIQUENESS AND UNREPEATABILITY OF THE STUDY 
The study on Islamic will and estate management in Luweero District, Uganda, presents several 
unique elements that contribute to its distinctiveness and potential unrepeatability. This 
uniqueness arises from the specific socio- cultural, religious, and legal contexts that frame the 
research, as well as its methodological approach. The following points outline the factors that 
highlight the distinctive nature of this study: 
 
Context- Specific Focus 
The research is tailored to the Luweero District, a region characterized by a significant Muslim 
population that faces unique challenges in managing estates in accordance with Islamic law. 
Unlike broader studies that may focus on Islamic will practices in other countries or generalized 
contexts, this research explores the interaction of Islamic principles with local Ugandan 
customs. The specific socio- cultural dynamics of Luweero bring to light the unique struggles 
and adaptations of the local Muslim community, making the findings particularly relevant and 
context- dependent. 
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Integration of Mixed Perspectives 
The study uniquely integrates perspectives from various stakeholders, including community 
leaders, legal practitioners, and family members. By employing qualitative methods, the 
research captures a rich tapestry of insights that reflect diverse experiences and opinions 
regarding Islamic estate management. This multi-angled approach provides a nuanced 
understanding that is often absent in studies focusing on homogeneous populations or singular 
viewpoints. 
 
Interdisciplinary Approach  
The research’s interdisciplinary nature, combing elements of Islamic jurisprudence, local 
customs, sociology, and legal studies, sets it apart from conventional studies that may prioritize 
one field over others. It offers a holistic view of the intersecting influences on estate 
management practices, indicating broader implications for communities navigating similar 
challenges globally. This comprehensive perspective sheds light on the complexity of balancing 
religious obligations with local norms, creating a significant contribution to the field. 
 
Discovery of Community– Centric Solutions 
Unlike many previous studies that primarily highlight problems without proposing actionable 
solutions, this research not only identifies key challenges but also actively engages with 
community members to develop tailored recommendations. The focus on community 
workshops, legal support services, and the involvement of religious leaders as tools for 
addressing these issues highlights an innovative aspect of the study, making it highly applicable 
to the local context and potentially unrepeatable in similar studies that lack this direct 
engagement. 
 
Temporal and Historical Context 
The study is conducted at a particular moment in time, reflecting contemporary issues that 
affect the Muslim community in Uganda. Factors such as educational outreach, legal reform, 
and shifting societal norms surrounding estate management could evolve, making the findings 
uniquely tied to the present circumstances. Future researchers may encounter different 
dynamics or challenges due to changing political, social, or religious contexts, which would 
render similar studies that aim for direct replication potentially irrelevant or outdated. 
 
Cultural Sensitivity and Community Trust 
The research emphasizes cultural sensitivity and building of trust within the community, which 
significantly enhances the richness of the data collected. Researchers who attempt to explore 
similar topic but in less engaged or culturally sensitive manner may not achieve the same depth 
of understanding or community cooperation. The relations built during this study are a crucial 
component that contributes to its unique findings and context- specific recommendations. 
 
Conclusion  
In summary, the uniqueness and potential unrepeatability of this study lie in its context-specific 
focus, integration of diverse perspectives, interdisciplinary approach, community – centric 
solutions, temporal relevance, and cultural sensitivity. By highlighting the specific challenges 
and successes of Islamic estate management practices in Luweero District, Uganda, the study 
not only fills a crucial knowledge gap but also sets a precedent for future research that aims to 
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navigate the complexities of similar cultural and legal landscapes. Therefore, while other 
studies may draw from its conclusions, the specific insights of this work will remain distinct to 
the Luweero context and its unique dynamics. 
 

GENERAL CONCLUSION OF THE RESEARCH 
This research on Islamic will and estate management in Luweero District, Uganda, provides a 
comprehensive examination of how Islamic principle intersect with local customs and practices 
within the unique socio- cultural context of the region. The findings indicate that while there is 
a strong awareness of the importance of Islamic wills among the Muslim community, 
considerable gaps exist in the effective implementation and documentation of the wills. 
 
Key conclusions drawn from the study are as follows: 

1. Awareness vs. Practice: Although a significant portion of the community acknowledges 
the importance of Islamic wills, many individuals do not engage in formal process to 
draft and document these wills. This gap highlights the need for targeted educational 
initiatives to empower the community with knowledge about their rights and 
responsibilities under Islamic law. 

2. Cultural resistance and Legal Conflicts: The research identifies cultural resistance to 
adopting formal estate management practices, particularly among older generations. 
Additionally, conflicts between Islamic inheritance principles and local customary 
practices often lead to inequitable wealth distribution. These conflicts highlight an 
urgent need for dialogue between community leaders, religious authorities, and legal 
practitioners to harmonize Islamic law with local customs.  

3. Barriers to Equitable Distribution: The study emphasizes that lack of awareness 
regarding legal rights and obligations, combined with entrenched societal norms, 
disproportionately affects vulnerable groups, particularly women. By addressing these 
barriers, there is a potential to promote equitable estate management that aligns with 
both Islamic teachings and principles of justice. 

4. Proposed Community – Centric Solutions: the research underscores the importance 
of community involvement in suggesting actionable solutions such as workshops and 
legal support services, as well as the active engagement of religious leaders in 
advocating for Islamic estate management practices. These solutions are tailored to the 
specific needs of the Luweero community and present a cooperative approach to 
fostering understanding and compliance. 

5. Need for Ongoing Research and Engagement: the study highlights the necessity for 
continued research to monitor the evolving dynamics of estate management within the 
community. Future research could explore the effectiveness of implemented solutions 
and consider emerging social changes that may impact estate management practices, 
shaping ongoing policy recommendations. 

 
In conclusion, this research not only sheds light on the complexities of Islamic will and estate 
management in Luweero District but also contributes significantly to the broader discourse 
surrounding Islamic law and local customs. By recognizing the rich interplay between these 
domains, the study calls for culturally sensitive, community- driven approaches to enhance 
understanding and implementation of Islamic estate management. Ultimately, the research 
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paves way for future initiatives that promote equitable and just inheritance practices, 
strengthening the rights of individuals within the Muslim community in Uganda. 
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